OTHER OBJECTS IN THE SKY

SATELLITES/MOONS ( large natural objects that revolve around planets

THE EARTH’S MOON

(has been visited on several occasions by humans

(has a diameter approximately ¼ that of the Earth

(has no atmosphere

(is covered with craters

What instrument/equipment made viewing moons of other planets possible?

Why should/do we study moons?

ASTEROIDS

ASTEROID ( a small rocky object

ASTEROID BELT ( a ring around the Sun made up of thousands of asteroids.  There is an asteroid belt found in the large gap between Mars and Jupiter.

METEORS AND METEORITES

METEOROID ( a lump of rock or metal trapped by Earth’s gravity and puled down through Earth’s atmosphere

Meteoroids are:

1) asteroids in orbits that cross Earth’s orbit

2) debris left by comets

Most meteoroids vaporize completely before they reach the Earth’s surface

METEOR ( a bright streak of light across the sky caused by a meteroid

METEORITE ( a meteoroid that reaches the Earth’s surface

 If a large meteorite were to hit the Earth’s surface, it could produce a crater.

COMETS

COMETS ( a chunk of frozen matter that travels in a very long orbit around the Sun.  Comets have long tails.

GALAXY ( a huge collection of gas, dust and hundreds and billions of stars and planets.  The galaxy to which the Earth and our Sun belong is called the MILKY WAY GALAXY.
