LOOKING AT THE PLANETS

The planets that are closest to the Sun are called __inner____ planets.  The names of these planets (in order) are ___Mercury____, ____Venus___

__Earth______, and ____Mars_______.  All of these planets are rather

___small______ and their density is the same as ___rocks________.

These planets are made up of ___rocks____ and ____minerals______ and are similar to the Earth.  They can also be called the __terrestrial__ planets.

MERCURY

Mercury is __57900000__ km from the Sun.  Its

Orbital period is __88d_____.  Daytime 

temperatures on Mercury are _426 C__ whereas

nighttime temperatures are ___-180 C_ making a 

temperature difference of _606 C___.  Rocks 

colliding with Mercury have caused __craters__.

VENUS

The surface of Venus is covered with _volcanoes___.

One of the volcanoes on Venus is __1.7__ km 

high.  Venus can be seen in the sky because

_its close to Earth __.

The atmosphere of Venus is made of _CO2___

And is very thick:  this keeps temperatures 

__very high___.  Venus is _108x108_km from the

Sun.  Its orbital period is __224.7d____ and its 

rotation time is ___243d___.

EARTH

The Earth is _150 x 106_ km from the Sun. (1AU)

Its orbital period is __365.25d___ and its 

rotation time is __24h___.  The Earth’s 

atmosphere contains  __N2__________, 

__O2_______, and ____H2O________.

The range of daily temperatures on the Earth is

between _-85 C__ and __65 C__.  The percentage

of the Earth’s surface that is not covered by

water is __30%__.

MARS

Mars is  _228x106__ km from the Sun.  Its orbital 

period is _687d__ and its rotation time is __24h 39min_.

Another name for Mars is the _red__  _planet____ .

This is because __of the reddish colour of its rusty soil_.

The conditions on Mars are _dry and barren_ although

at some point there were probably ___volcanoes___.

_glaciers__ and _water____.  A recent space 

probe called _Surveyor____ was sent to Mars but

its mission was unsuccessful.

